
FINISHING OFF

©HSS Hire Service Group Ltd 2020 No. 386/02 

76 Talbot Road, Old Trafford, Manchester, M16 0PQ 

www.hss.com

Operating & Safety Guide 386

Code 62806

Operating & Safety Guide 386

386/02386/02BASIC TECHNIQUES

EQUIPMENT CARE

With the engine running the machine is ready to start 
work.
WWhheenn  cchhiippppiinngg,,  lliisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  mmoottoorr.. If it starts to slow you 
are probably expecting it to shred too large a quantity of 
waste at a time. Simply reduce the feed rate.
NNoorrmmaall  ggaarrddeenn  wwaassttee and small twigs ccaann  bbee  ffeedd in to 
the hopper in bbuunncchheess..  Feed thicker items oonnee  aatt  aa    ttiimmee.. 
LLeett  ggoo  ooff  tthhee  wwaassttee  bbeeffoorree  iitt  iiss  ppuulllleedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaacchhiinnee.. 
The maximum diameter of material that can be chipped 
at any one time is 40mm. NNEEVVEERR chip matter containing 
stones, nails, wire and glass etc.
Wet and damp material can potentially cause clogging, 
lleeaavvee  tthhee  eennggiinnee  ttoo  rruunn ffoorr  22--33  mmiinnuutteess  uunnttiill  iitt  cclleeaarrss..
IIff  tthhee  bblloocckkaaggee  wwiillll  nnoott  cclleeaarr,,  sswwiittcchh  OOFFFF  aanndd  
ccoonnttaacctt yyoouurr  llooccaall  HHSSSS  HHiirree  ffoorr  aaddvviiccee..

……aannyy  ccoommmmeennttss??
IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  ttoo  eennaabbllee  uuss  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwiitthhiinn  tthhiiss  gguuiiddee  pplleeaassee  ee--mmaaiill  yyoouurr  ccoommmmeennttss  oorr
wwrriittee  ttoo  tthhee  SSaaffeettyy  GGuuiiddee  MMaannaaggeerr  aatt  tthhee  aaddddrreessss  bbeellooww    

ee--mmaaiill::  ssaaffeettyy@@hhssss..ccoomm

Never push the equipment beyond its design limits. If it
will not do what you want with reasonable ease or
within the time required, assume you have the wrong
size or type of chipper for the job. 
IIff  tthhee  ttiimmbbeerr  wwiillll  nnoott  ggoo  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  mmaaxx  ttiimmbbeerr  ssiizzee  rriinngg
oonn  tthhee  cchhiippppeerr  cchhuuttee  iitt  iiss  ttoooo  llaarrggee  ffoorr  tthhee  mmaacchhiinnee  ttoo  
hhaannddllee..  Ask at your local HSS Hire for advice. 
KKeeeepp  tthhee  eennggiinnee  uupprriigghhtt  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess.. If it should get
tipped over, mop up oil and fuel spillages and contact
your nearest HSS Hire  for advice before re-using.
Regularly check the fuel level and top up as necessary
using unleaded petrol cchheecckk  tthhee  eennggiinnee  ooiill  lleevveell  ddaaiillyy..
Having let the engine cool, stand it on level ground,
withdraw the dipstick and wipe clean. Now, replace the
stick, withdraw it a second time and verify that the oil
level is between the Min and Max lines. 
Top up as required. EEmmppttyy  tthhee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  bbaagg  rreegguullaarrllyy,,
sswwiittcchh  tthhee  uunniitt  OOFFFF  bbeeffoorree  rreemmoovviinngg  tthhee  bbaagg..
Keep the equipment clean, you will find this less of a
chore if you clean up regularly rather than wait until the
end of the hire period. When not in use, store the
equipment somewhere clean, dry and safe from thieves
and unauthorised users.

Allow the chipper to clear the last bits of matter then
switch the unit OFF as described in GENERAL SAFETY.
Remove the collection bag and give the unit a final clean,
ready for return to your local HSS Hire.

... have you been trained
The law requires that personnel using work equipment have

received adequate training and must be competent when
using the equipment within the workplace. 

Training is available at HSS Training Solutions 
00884455  776666  77779999

Portable Garden
Chipper

Portable Garden
Chipper

Effective for disposing of garden
waste including branches, brushwood
and prunings. Collection sack allows
for clean working area. Small enough

to fit into the boot of a car.



GENERAL SAFETY
FFoorr  aaddvviiccee  oonn  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  ssuuiittaabbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt
ccoonnttaacctt  yyoouurr  llooccaall  HHSSSS  HHiirree..

TThheerree  iiss  aa  sseerriioouuss  rriisskk  ooff  ppeerrssoonnaall  iinnjjuurryy  if you do not
foollllooww  aallll  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss laid down in this guide.

The hirer has a responsibility to eennssuurree  tthhaatt  aallll  nneecceessssaarryy
rriisskk  aasssseessssmmeennttss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommpplleetteedd prior to the use of
this equipment.

TThhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  sshhoouulldd  oonnllyy  bbee  uusseedd  bbyy  aann  ooppeerraattoorr  wwhhoo
hhaass  bbeeeenn  ddeeeemmeedd  ccoommppeetteenntt  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo  bbyy  hhiiss//hheerr
eemmppllooyyeerr..

TThhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  uusseedd  bbyy  aann  aabbllee  bbooddiieedd,,
ccoommppeetteenntt  aadduulltt  who has read and understood these
instructions. Anyone with either a temporary or
permanent disability, should seek expert advice before
using it.

KKeeeepp  cchhiillddrreenn,,  aanniimmaallss  aanndd  bbyyssttaannddeerrss  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee
wwoorrkk  aarreeaa.. Cordon off a NO GO area using either cones,
barriers or tape, available for hire from your local HSS Hire.

NNeevveerr  uussee  tthhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  iiff  yyoouu  aarree  iillll,,  ffeeeelliinngg
ttiirreedd,,  oorr  uunnddeerr  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  aallccoohhooll  oorr

ddrruuggss..

SSaaffeettyy  ggoogggglleess  MMUUSSTT  bbee  wwoorrnn  bbyy  eevveerryyoonnee  iinn  tthhee
wwoorrkk  aarreeaa..

TThhiiss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  ggeenneerraatteess  ppootteennttiiaallllyy  hhaarrmmffuull  nnooiissee
lleevveellss.. To comply with health and safety at work

regulations, ear defenders must be worn by everyone in
the vicinity.

WWeeaarr  pprraaccttiiccaall,,  pprrootteeccttiivvee  ccllootthhiinngg,,  gglloovveess
aanndd  ffoooottwweeaarr.. Avoid loose garments and

jewellery that could catch in moving parts, tie back long
hair.

Clear processed material regularly - do not allow it to
build up  underneath the machine.

NNeevveerr overload the machine.

NNeevveerr stand in front of the chipper chute when the
machine is    operating.

NNeevveerr position the machine on a ledge higher or lower
than the operator. Machine and operator must be on the
same level.

NNeevveerr  put feet or hands in the chipper chute or discharge
chute.

AAllwwaayyss operate the machine on full throttle.

AAllwwaayyss allow the machine to run at full speed for 
2 minutes before switching off.

AAllwwaayyss start the engine in the open air do not smoke
when refuelling

AAllwwaayyss stop the engine and the machine before making
any adjustments, refuelling, moving or cleaning or when
the unit is   unattended

AAllwwaayyss ensure that guards are in place when the
machine is operating or the engine is running

DDoo  nnoott remove any safety guards that are fitted.

KKeeeepp  hhaannddss,,  ffeeeett  aanndd  ccllootthhiinngg  oouutt  ooff  ooppeenniinnggss,,  aawwaayy
ffrroomm  ddiisscchhaarrggee  aanndd  mmoovviinngg  ppaarrttss  wwhheenn  tthhee  mmaacchhiinnee  iiss
ooppeerraattiinngg  oorr  tthhee  eennggiinnee  iiss  rruunnnniinngg..

DDoo  nnoott touch any moving parts or attempt any
maintenance whilst the machine is running - Keep hands
and feet away.

DDoo  nnoott allow children or anyone uninstructed to operate
the machine - keep animals away.

If a fault develops ddoo  nnoott attempt any repair - immediately
contact the nearest HSS.

DDoo  nnoott  attempt to chip metal or plastic items, this
machine is for timber waste only!

WWaattcchh  yyoouurr  ffoooottiinngg..  TTaakkee  ssppeecciiaall  ccaarree  iiff  wwoorrkkiinngg  ootthheerr
tthhaann  oonn  ffiirrmm,,  lleevveell  ggrroouunndd..
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GETTING STARTED

EExxhhaauusstt  DDaannggeerr
NNEEVVEERR  ooppeerraattee  ppeettrrooll  eennggiinneess  iinnddoooorrss  oorr  iinn  aa

ccoonnffiinneedd  ssppaaccee..
TThhee  eexxhhaauusstt  ccoonnttaaiinnss  ggaasseess  tthhaatt  ccaann  kkiillll..

FFuueell  SSaaffeettyy
NNEEVVEERR  rreeffuueell  wwhhiillee  tthhee  eennggiinnee  iiss  hhoott  oorr  rruunnnniinngg..
NNeevveerr  ssmmookkee  oorr  aallllooww  nnaakkeedd  lliigghhttss  iinnttoo  tthhee  aarreeaa

wwhhiillee  rreeffuueelllliinngg..
NNeevveerr  iinnhhaallee  ffuueell  vvaappoouurr..

AALLWWAAYYSS  mmoopp  uupp  aannyy  ssppiillllaaggee  aass  qquuiicckkllyy  aass
ppoossssiibbllee,,  aanndd  cchhaannggee  yyoouurr  ccllootthheess  iiff  yyoouu  ggeett  ffuueell

oonn  yyoouurrsseellff..
AALLWWAAYYSS  ssttoorree  ffuueell  iinn  aa  ppuurrppoossee--mmaaddee  sseeaalleedd

ccoonnttaaiinneerr,,  iinn  aa  ccooooll,,  ssaaffee  ppllaaccee  wweellll  aawwaayy  ffrroomm
tthhee  wwoorrkk  aarreeaa....

PPoorrttaabbllee  GGaarrddeenn  CChhiippppeerr

FFaammiilliiaarriissee  yyoouurrsseellff  wwiitthh  tthhee  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnttrrooll
sswwiittcchheess  aanndd  lleevveerrss  ssoo  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  ooppeerraattee  tthheemm  qquuiicckkllyy
iinn  aann  eemmeerrggeennccyy..
Place the unit on ffiirrmm  lleevveell  ggrroouunndd, away from structures,
which could be damaged by flying debris, a greenhouse
for example. Either position a collection bag at the exit
chute or aim it at a suitable disbursement point.

When using the collection bag ensure the bbaagg  ffrraammee  iiss
llooccaatteedd    bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ttwwoo  lluuggss  oonn  tthhee  ddiisscchhaarrggee  cchhuuttee  ..
DDoo  NNoott  aallllooww  tthhee  bbaagg  ttoo  iinntteerrffeerree  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxhhaauusstt  aass  tthhee
hheeaatt  ccoouulldd  ddaammaaggee  tthhee  bbaagg  ffaabbrriicc..
MMaakkee  ssuurree  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  iiss  lleevveel, avoid setting the unit
upon a slope.
EEnnssuurree  tthhee  ddiisscchhaarrggee  cchhuuttee  aanndd  cchhiippppiinngg  cchhuuttee  aarree  iinn
ppllaaccee..
Check the engine oil level. Top up with 10w/40 oil if
necessary.
Check fuel level. Only use uunnlleeaaddeedd  ppeettrrooll from a clean
container. Never re-fuel when the engine is hot or
running. Leave 25mm air space in the fuel tank.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS
TThhee  eennggiinnee  wwiillll  oonnllyy  ssttaarrtt  wwiitthh  tthhee  cchhiippppiinngg  cchhuuttee  aanndd
ddiisscchhaarrggee  cchhuuttee  iinn  tthhee  ooppeerraattiinngg  ppoossiittiioonn..
Switch on ignition and if the engine is cold, apply the
choke.
Turn on the fuel tap and apply half throttle.
Engage the recoil starter and pull handle firmly.
Once the engine has started, release the choke after a
few seconds and return throttle to idle position.




